
Big on Wood

1 command
along the beach. Famous lure maker
and inventor Bob Pond, who formed
the Atom Manufacturing Lure Com-
pany in the late 1940s, fashioned his'
Atom-40 swimmer after a Creek Chub
Pikie with a few modifications for salt-
water fishing. Bob told his story to tte
one evening at a dinner given in his

,-" -for his contribution to sport
fishing and conservation. He was also
the founder of Stripers Unlimited, a
conservation group that worked tire-
lessly for striped bass management.

While fishing the Cape Cod Canal
in the late 40s, he witnessed an old
gent catching striper after striper night
after night just before dark. Bob was

not catching a thing
so he finally approached

r the man and asked him

c--c how he was doing it.
' The old-timer politely told him

to get lost and find his own fish! In
those days, let's just say that old salts
were extremely secretive.

Two nights later, Bob beat the old-
timer to the set of rocks he'd been
casting from two nights earlier. On his
third cast Or forth cast with an Upper-
man bucktail, Bob snagged some
Dacron squiding line that was floating
~ext to the rocks. As he pulled in the

line, he felt weight, and then
the line began shaking vio-
lently. When he finally got to
the end of the line, to his
amazement, there was a tired
18-pound striper with a big
Creek Chub Pikie Minnow
lodged firmly in its jaw! The
strong line had held the bass
in the rocks for who knows
how long. Minutes later, along
came the old gent, only to
find Bob standing on "his
rock" holding his lure and his
lost fish from the previous
night. He told Bob the lure
was his and he wanted it back,
but Bob could certainly keep
the attached striper.

Bob smiled and replied,
"Thanks, but you can have
the bass and I'll keep the plug.
Under Maritime Law any-
thing found along the beach is
considered salvage."

The old man left in a huff,
and Bob had his plug, which
became the model for the
development of Bob's now
famous Atom-40 and the
Atom Junior, whicheventu-
allyaccouhted for tens of
thousands of striped bass and
is still cat~hing them to tqis
day.

Many more wooden swim-
mers came along shortly
thereafter. Among them were
Gibb's Castalures, the Rine-
hart J inx, Palomine, J erry
Sylvester's Flap- Tail, the Mas-
terLure Series and Charlie
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and big seatrout. Eventu-
ally, Northeast anglers
put them to the test on
stripers and blues
with glowing results.

On Cape Cod,
Massachusetts, the
"musky-size"
Creek Chub Pikie
Minnow swimmer
became
that they


